
International Organization of MS Nurses 

Date: 7/21/25 

Minutes: IOMSN EC Meeting 

Item  Discussion  Outcome  

Call to order and  
Introductions 

Present:  
Bonnie Blain 
Sara Schaefer 

Tina Trott 
Marguerite Herman 

Leny Almeda 
Marijean Buhse 
Kathy Costello 

 Meeting called to order 
at 7:02 PM EST 

 
 

Approval of Minutes  
 

Sara Marijean - Motion to 
approve 

Bonnie- seconds approval 

CEO Report  Kathy 
-IOMSN Budget Loss $43,400 as of June 30.– 
was about $30 K last year at this time. 
Projected loss to be ~$116K for 2025. 
-Ongoing requests to pharma for non-CE 
programs. Nurse focused. Programs 
promoting open discussion and questions 
with limited presentation. 
- B-cell best practice program in September 

 
Proposed Annual Meeting changes 
- Drop Saturday AM due to low attendance 
- Start Wednesday morning 
- Some pre-conference CME options 
- Low rehab attendance – response to add 

half day on gait and balance 
- Add full day day on non-MS immune 

mediated neurologic conditions with multi-
disciplinary focus 

 

Committee Chair 
Transitions 

Bonnie 
-MSCNICB liaison – Crystal Wright 
-Awards/Reception committee – Jeffrey 
Hernandez and Wallette Widener 

 

Research Committee Bonnie 
-Trish Pagnotta, Pat Melville, Bonnie, 
Marijean met  
-discuss rebuilding program  
-reaching out to research focused nurses 
-coordinate mentorships 
-coordinate for publications 

 



 

Industry Support for 
Nurses to CMSC 

Bonnie 
-Plan to send letter to pharma from IOMSN 
thanking support of international nursing 
attendance at CMSC 
-Industry nurses are full IOMSN members 
-Ask Ryan for list of pharma nurses in 
attendance at CMSC and invite to become 
member and attend industry council 
-currently 8 PAs are members – get more 
involved especially from pharma 
 

 

IOMSN Newsletter Marguerite/Leny 
- Past e-newsletter was every 3mo 
-Met with Jeffrey about ideas to revitalize 
-Plan to send survey for interest in news via 
platforms, email or text - Include in survey if 
people are interested in involvement in this 
project 
-consider breaking news texts with links to 
open access articles 
-would need funding if was an e-newsletter  

 

2025/2026 Focus Bonnie/Wallette 
- “nurses supporting nurses” theme for 
coming year 
-involve all IOMSN committees  
-Burnout resources 
-nursing and patient wellness programs 
-patient facing programs  
-involve Kathy Cordova for grants 

 

Fundraising DIY Bonnie 
-Kathy, Marguerite, Bonnie and Wallette met 
-Mimic fundraising program done by CanDo 
“Kick MS” 
-Coming up with a name 
-Different vehicles to fundraise ie: birthday, 
walk, yard sale, gym event, brewery night 
 
 

 

Meeting Adjournment The meeting was adjourned at 7:56PM EST.  Motion to adjourn:  
Bonnie 

 

 Next EC meeting: 8/18/25 7PM EST 
 

 

 

Minutes Respectfully Submitted by Sara Schaefer 


