
International Organization of MS Nurses 

Date: 6/16/2025, 7pm 

Minutes: IOMSN EC Meeting 

Item  Discussion  Outcome  

Call to order 
and  

Introductions 

Present:  
Bonnie Blain 

Marguerite Herman 
Leny Almeda 

Kathy Costello 
Wallette Widener  
Marijean Buhse 

 
Sara Schaefer * 

Tina Trott * 

 Meeting called to order 
at 7:05PM EST 

 
 

Approval of 
Minutes  

 

Bonnie Blain  Marijean - Motion to 
approve 

Wallette- seconds 
approval 

CEO Report 
 

Kathy Costello  
CMSC attendance  

● 1722 attendees; 172 nurses; 120 
NPs 

● 316 MDs; 449 Industry; 127 
pharmacists; 152 researchers/PhD 

● Nursing Round table: 126 attendees; 
Nursing Reception- Marguerite 
found out from AcariaHealth that 
they had approx. 200 scans from the 
IOMSN Reception. 

● Feedback re. Roundtable- attendees 
requesting more time for 
questions/interactions - “roundtable 
format”.  

 



● The cost and time off work were 
cited as major factors that may 
impact nurse attendance. 

● The board also considered hosting a 
health fair for patients and nurses, 
offering wellness checks and 
educational sessions. Potential ideas 
for fundraising or impact nursing 
engagement.? 

● Overall, there was good attendance 
and positive feedback. Adjustments 
being considered for the 2026 
conference, including shortening the 
duration and possibly eliminating 
the Saturday session; starting 
earlier. All ideas being entertained.   

 
Budget 
Update 

Kathy Costello 
IOMSN 
Industry /Nursing- Summer 2025- 

● Kathy has been discussing with 
Kathy Cardova, EMD Serono, to 
explore opportunities to capitalize 
on Nightingale Awardees and 
continued support, delivering on 
research they can publish.  Kathy 
will be working on a proposal with 
Kathy & Marijean.  

● Novartis; virtual education 
 

 

Ongoing 
Projects 

Bonnie Blain 
 

Publishing Initiative/Survey: Marijean  
● Webinar 7/21/2025 12 noon EST 
● The education committee was 

present at the CMSC poster session, 
recruiting nurses for the upcoming 

 



July webinar on turning a poster 
into a publication.  

 
Industry Council - Bonnie Blain /Jeffery 
Hernandez/Wallette Widener   

● First meeting 6/16/2025; great 
turnout at least 10 pharma nurses 
signed in 

● Bonnie shared the goals of the 
Council.  Jeffrey discussed the 
resources IOMSN has available and 
Wallette discussed the importance 
of certification.  Feedback was 
obtained from Industry members. 
 

Fundraising  Bonnie  
Pop Up Store 

● Wallette will be shutting down 
Popup end of the month. Leny will 
post one last blast encouraging one 
last visit to store. Earnings: $250. 
The store can be reopened at any 
time for other ‘fundraising’ 
opportunities. Suggestions for wine 
tumbler or mousepad promoting 
IOMSN.  
 

Giving Tuesday 

• December 2, 2025. Marijean 
suggested that reminders 
(social/email blasts) start going out 
in Sept or October reminding 
members ahead of time, 
campaigning up until Giving 
Tuesday.  

 
 

 



Gala 
● CMSC - Board discussed the 

potential for a gala event, possibly 
every other year.  

 
DIY 

● A guide to be created for DIY; 
● IOMSN has Venmo for direct deposit 

for proceeds from members' DIY 
fundraisers.  

● Marguerite will be promoting 
“Pampered Chef” again this year.  

● Patricia Pagnotta would like to 
donate the proceeds of her soap 
sales.  

- 

Member 
Engagement 

The Board also discussed the importance 
of engaging non-members who have taken 
the MSCN exam. The board agreed to send 
a letter to these non-members. 

 

Meeting 
Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM 
EST.  

Motion to adjourn:  
Wallette  

 
 Next EC meeting: 7/21/2025 7 PM EST 

 
 

 

Minutes Respectfully Submitted by Wallette Widener  


