
International Organization of MS Nurses 

Date: 1/26/26 

Minutes: IOMSN EC Meeting 

Item  Discussion  Outcome  

Call to order and  
Introductions 

Present:  
Bonnie Blain 
Sara Schaefer 

Marguerite Herman 
Leny Almeda 

Tina Trott 
Kathy Costello 

Wallette Widener  
Marijean Buhse 

 Meeting 
called to 
order at 
7:03 PM 

EST 
 
 

Previous Meeting Minutes  
 

Sara Marijean 
- Motion 

to 
approve 
Wallette- 
seconds 
approval 

CEO Report  Kathy 
-Currently, CMSC registration is following the 
trend of Nashville 2024 
-49 APPs and RNs registered = 22.5% of total  
-Allie McGuire will open the meeting with a 
trailer and a few words about her 
documentary “Because I Can,” which may 
premiere at CMSC 
-Rare Neuroimmune disorders 

-3, ½ day sessions 
-Patient panel on Friday 

-Nurses connecting with patient programs 
-1st planned for Feb in the DC area 
with Joan Ohayan  
-still needs additional funding 

-Currently, no Nightengale funding is waiting 
to hear from international, maybe after 
CMSC 
-4 Novartis branded Webinars planned for 
2026 
-CMSC EC will be posting cases to the 
website for CE in an effort to update website 
content. IOMSN EC will follow – Colleen H. 
has the template.  

 



-ECTRIMS/ACTRIMS 2026 meeting in Toronto 
will host nursing sessions, Kathy and Bonnie 
session chairs, along with Peit Eelen (BEL) 
and Noreen Barker (UK). Colleen Harris and 
Sara Schaefer are 2 of the 6 international 
speakers.  

Finance Committee Report Marijean 
-Met with Pete/Bill to better understand the 
budget to explain to the board 
-2025 budget with minimal pharma money 
-68K deficit as of Nov 2025 
-Currently, accountants spread IOMSN 
reserves ($1M) between 4 banks 

-looking into higher-yield accounts 
-Saving on a different health insurance plan 
-Membership down by 36 in 2025 
-Autorenewal program is costly  
-Looking for more pharma money in 2026 
 

 

CMSC All 
-Marguerite proposed using one of the 
unsold Supporter Showcase spots on 
Thursday from 5-6 p.m. in the exhibit hall for 
a program/reception that IOMSN can use at 
no cost.  

-Bonnie will reach out to Jeffery, 
chair of the Industry Council, to 
coordinate 

-No current funding for IOMSN reception. 
Need around $5K. 

-planned for Wednesday evening 
-Kathy will reach out to 2 Charlotte 
pharma contacts to see if they will 
sponsor 

-Board meeting at CMSC Tues 6-7:30 pm 
-Registration for the Botox program is filling 
quickly 

 

Governance Committee 
Report 

Bonnie 
-Amy Perrin Ross will chair this committee. 
She is also chair of the CMSC committee and 
will look to align with CMSC as appropriate  
 
-New strategy committee with CMSC will 
have Amy Perin Ross and Bonnie Blaine as 
nursing representatives.  
 

 

Connecting Through 
Conversation 

Kathy 
-See CEO report 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Publishing /IJMSC Bonnie 
-IJMSC is hosting upcoming webinars 

-topics include how to do lit search 
and how to review an article  
-links on the IOMSN website 

-IJMSC will hold a workshop at CMSC 
-2 Nursing Publishing awards 

-new and experienced 
-will receive a certificate and CMSC 
registration 

-Francesco is making a poster for CMSC on 
this collaboration 
 
-The Communication Committee will be 
reaching out to the IOMSN EC to choose an 
article that has given them inspiration, 
improved practice, or filled a gap in care to 
post on the IOMSN website and social media 
 

 
  

Meeting Adjournment The meeting was adjourned at 8:04 PM EST.  Motion 
to 

adjourn:  
Bonnie 

 

 Next EC meeting: 2/16/26 7 PM EST 
 

 

   

 

Minutes Respectfully Submitted by Sara Schaefer 


