














 

 

 

 

 
IOMSN Executive Director’s Report 

2016-2017 
 
 
Administrative Activities/New Programs 
 
The IOMSN administrative office functions very smoothly with a collaborative and 
motivated team.  Leny Almeda and Roberta Elwell, backed up by Marguerite Herman, 
provide us with their expertise to see that operations runs smoothly.  Peter Porco and 
Kelly Walters, handle our financial records and provide us with their expertise and 
oversight.  William Katchen, CPA, reviews our financial records on a regular basis.  Leny 
Almeda is responsible for maintaining membership records, assisting with the 
educational programs, and other activities that occur throughout the year.  Leny keeps 
the website current and works with the Communications Committee to post their 
activities as requested. She has updated the website and monitors the Google Group 
which is very active and communicative.  She coordinated the mentorship recruitment 
which generated 35 applicants (choosing 7 instead of 6) and she will work with Stony 
Brook and British team to coordinate the logistics assisted by Marguerite Herman who 
will work on the hotel and travel. Leny also works with MSNICB to maintain their 
website.  Assisted by Marguerite, MSCN certificates and certification update material 
are overseen by Leny. 
 
Membership 
 
Marie Moore will be providing us with a comprehensive report on membership but from 
the administrative perspective, we continue to grow and inspire other nurses globally to 
join our ranks.  The regional liaisons (representatives) are excellent resources for 
outreach. 
 
Educational Activities 
 
The CMSC annual meeting continues to be our largest program with more nursing 
sessions being offered each year along with a fundamentals course that prepared 
nursing and non-nursing healthcare professionals for their respective certification 
examinations.  We have had numerous educational programs throughout 2016 including 
live programs regionally; online live programs via webinar; printed enduring activities; 
and collaborative programs with the CMSC and its educational partners.  We are 
working with Tom Garry and his colleague, Susan Panetta, who are developing 



IOMSNews, a quarterly online publication funded by a grant from Genentech.  Colleen 
Harris has approved this project that will be edited by Marie Moore. 
 
As stated above, our mentorship program (Mini Nurse Fellowship) will take place under 
the auspices of SUNY at Stony Brook on May 15-May 18th.  Seven nursing professionals 
will participate (one from Canada) in a diverse and information packed program thanks 
to Pat Melville and her team in the US and UK. 
 
 
Publications 
 
The IJMSC continues to be well-received and widely circulated.  There are many special 
issues along with the publication which is now released six times a year.  There are 
many articles of great interest to nursing professionals.  There have been three CE 
articles in the journal beginning in 2016 with a current article in February (Framework of 
MS Care Part II).  
 
Website 
 
The website and our list serve continue to grow and serve as an excellent resource for 
MS nursing professionals.  Coordinated by Leny Almeda and overseen by the 
Communications Committee, it is a lively and current site for MS nurses globally.  Its 
recent update brings us into the 21st century.  It is a wonderful and rich resource and is 
being monitored and constantly updated to keep it current. 
 
Committees 
 
Our committees continue to function effectively.  I work closely with all committees 
assisted by Leny, Roberta, and Marguerite with assistance from our financial team. 
 
Council of Sponsors 
 
The Council meeting offers us a rich opportunity to interact with industry and provide 
them updates about our activities.   
 
Research 
 
We have posted a course on research on our website.  There are new rules posted by 
Lori Mayer and her committee.  There have been no applicants as of February 22, 2017. 
 
Certification 
 
The MSNICB, under the leadership of Mary Kay Fink and her active colleagues. Therese 
Burke has completed her term and will be moving to Asia with her husband for the next 



two years.   The MSNICB meeting will take place concurrently with the IOMSN board 
meeting in March. .  They will be joined by a Portuguese nursing colleague to enhance 
the examination for international colleagues.  The exam is now offered in Portuguese, 
Dutch, Spanish, and French.   
 
LiveWiseMS 
 
The IOMSN received a grant from EMD Serono to establish a new educational website 
entitled LiveWiseMS (www.livewiseMS.org)  We have a partnership with Wolters Kluwer 
and the site contains peer reviewed references and commentaries, videos, resources, 
rich links and other important information for patients, families, and the professional 
community.  Lori Mayer is the chair and her committee consists of Megan Weigel, 
Colleen Harris, Marijean Buhse, and Cathy Chester (a woman with MS).  LiveWiseMS has 
a strong social media presence.  Cathy has blogged frequently with updated information 
about the site. 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
I am honored to function as your Executive Director/CEO and appreciate your help and 
support throughout the year.  Please feel free to provide your input and suggestions to 
improve our administrative functions and continue to serve our membership in the best 
possible manner. 
 
 
Submitted by:  June Halper, MSN, APN-C, MSCN, FAAN 
   February 22, 2017 

http://www.livewisems.org/



